
On July 1, 2015, the Southern District Board of Judges authorized the implementation of an 
intensive judicially supervised pretrial pilot program for non-violent young adults charged in 
this District (the "Young Adult Opportunity Program," or the "Program"). 

On January 26, 2017, the Honorable Colleen McMahon, United States Chief District Judge, 
established the Young Adult Opportunity Program as a permanent program for the Court. 

The SDNY Young Adult Opportunity Program (the “Program”) will provide selected young adult 
defendants with intensive supervision by Pretrial Services (“Pretrial”) and regular interaction 
with the supervising federal judges. The Program will provide young adult defendants with 
structure and access to employment, counseling, and treatment resources. Program 
participants, if they are successful, may receive a shorter sentence, a reduction or deferral of 
the charges filed against them, or possibly a dismissal of the charges entirely.  

Criteria for, and Selection of, Program Participants: The Program is intended to benefit non- 
violent young adult (i.e., between 18-25 years old) defendants. Defendants over 25 years old 
may be considered for participation on a case-by-case basis. 

Participants may be recommended for participation in the Program by any federal judge, 
Pretrial, defense counsel, or the United States Attorney’s Office (the “USAO”). After a 
participant has been recommended, the judge handling the case, Pretrial, the USAO, or counsel 
for the defendant may object to the candidate’s participation in the Program. The Program 
Judges will select the participants in the Program, subject to the consent of the district judges 
to whom the defendants’ cases are assigned. Upon approval, each participant’s case will be 
transferred to the Program’s district judge for all purposes, including sentencing. 

Candidates for the Program must be willing to participate voluntarily in the Program. 
Candidates must execute an agreement setting forth the obligations and potential benefits of 
Program participation, and must consent to the transfer of their case to one of the Program 
Judges. As a general matter, candidates should have limited criminal history (e.g., neither 
current charges nor prior convictions of crimes of violence, firearms offenses, sex offenses, or 
crimes against children, including child pornography offenses), and candidates should have no 
other pending criminal cases or active warrants; however, exceptions will be made on a case-
by-case basis. Depending on the circumstances (e.g., if a candidate is a defendant in a multi-
defendant case that is expected to proceed to trial), the candidate may be required to plead 
guilty as a condition of his continued participation in the Program. 

Program Duration: Participants generally should begin their participation in the program within 
45 days of their arrest. Most defendants are expected to complete the program within a 12 to 
18- month period. 

 

https://nysd.uscourts.gov/hon-colleen-mcmahon

